Week Ending Friday, November 16, 2007

Remarks During a Visit With
Chancellor Angela Merkel of
Germany in Crawford, Texas

November 9, 2007

President Bush. Laura and I are thrilled
to welcome the Chancellor and Professor
Sauer here to our place. In Texas, when you
invite somebody to your home, it’s an expres-
sion of warmth and respect, and that’s how
I feel about Chancellor Merkel. And so,
Madam Chancellor, welcome. We're looking
forward to having constructive talks as well
as a chance to relax and visit.

Chancellor Merkel. Well, I would like to
say a very warm thanks to you, George, for
issuing this invitation to us. Already a first
glance of the area shows us that this is, in-
deed, a wonderful place to be and a wonder-
ful atmosphere. We have a number of issues
that I think we will have now time to discuss
later on. I'm very grateful that we can do
this in such a pleasant, such a wonderful at-
mosphere and that we can see each other
here again. And I must say that I'm, again,
very grateful to you, Mr. President, for the
fact that we can have this exchange of
views—and to you, Laura, as well. Thank
you.

President Bush. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:32 p.m. at the
Bush Ranch. In his remarks, he referred to
Joachim Sauer, husband of Chancellor Merkel.
Chancellor Merkel spoke in German, and her re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
November 10, 2007

Good morning. This weekend, Americans
mark two important dates in our Nation’s his-
tory. On Saturday, we celebrate the 232d
birthday of the United States Marine Corps.

And on Sunday, we celebrate Veterans Day
and give thanks for all those who have worn
the uniform of America’s Armed Forces.

The Marine Corps was born in a Philadel-
phia tavern in 1775. Since then, the Marines
have become one of the world’s premier
fighting forces. Their courage and valor in
battle have earned them the respect of friend
and foe alike. And today, a new generation
of marines is writing another chapter in that
proud tradition. Young marines are serving
on the frontlines in the war on terror in Iraq,
Afghanistan, and around the world. As the
Marines celebrate their birthday, we join
them in recognizing what their sacrifice and
service has meant for our freedom.

America owes a debt of gratitude to all
those who have served in our Armed Forces.
On Veterans Day, we remember those who
have served in previous wars, those who are
serving today, and those who did not live to
become veterans.

Veterans Day also reminds us of our sol-
emn responsibility to care for those who have
fought our Nation’s wars. Under my adminis-
tration, Federal spending for our veterans
has increased by more than two-thirds. We
have extended medical treatment to a million
additional veterans, including hundreds of
thousands returning from Afghanistan and
Iraq. And we have expanded grants to help
homeless veterans across the country.

These are the generous actions of a grate-
ful nation. And to build on them, I nomi-
nated a good man to head our Department
of Veterans Affairs, Doctor James Peake.
Doctor Peake is an Army doctor, a retired
lieutenant general, and a combat veteran who
was wounded twice in Vietnam and deco-
rated for his valor.

When confirmed by the Senate, Doctor
Peake will take on an important task: con-
tinuing my administration’s work to imple-
ment the recommendations of the bipartisan
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